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GROOTVADERBOSCH NATURE RESERVE: CONVERSION OF  
EXISTING WOOD CUTTERS VILLAGE DWELLINGS TO TOURIST 
ACCOMMODATION INCLUDING CAMPING SITES, A SWIMMING 
POOL & RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE
LOCATION: eden, capenature ,Western Cape, South Africa 
DATE: 2012
In 2012 CS Studio Architects were appointed by  
Cape Nature and the Department of Transport and 
Public Works to undertake the re-design of the existing  
infrastructure at Grootvadersbosch Nature Reserve into 
a viable tourist destination.

The site has been subdivided into two Areas:
Area “A” will include the renovation of an administration 
building, a new shop and 3 field workers’ accommodation 
units at the entrance of the site.

Area ‘B’ will entail the re-design of an old woodcutter’s 
village . The village exists of 29 timber constructed  
woodcutter’s dwellings that will be renovated into  
tourist accommodation. Part of The Cape nature brief is to  
transform the dwellings into a modern tourism product 
that is environmentally friendly and reflects  positively  
towards  Cape Nature’s market position.

13 of the 29 timber units have been identified to be  
demolished. All the materials that can be salvaged from 
the demolition process will be recycled and re-used on 
the new designs. Conceptually the new design layouts 
will allow the units to become more open plan and invite 
the natural surroundings into the buildings. 

The new deck areas will act as an intermediate space 
between the internal living areas and the natural  
landscape. This semi enclosed porch area will be covered 
by a dramatic roof that will be constructed of recycled  
timber and corrugated sheeting. The porch will also  
contain an outdoor shower and braai area. 
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Area A

EQUITYSTUDIO
Area A building 2: Office and reception renovation 

New Reception Existing Office

NewToilets New Office

New Office

New Office

New Deck

PLAN

New entrance deck

Legend : Existing wall
New drywall
New brick wall
Demolish

Ramp

New Gate

New disabled
Layout New Staff Room

Storage

Existing Office

New timber ramp

New deck

Existing wall to be removed 
and replaced with new screen

Pergola roof over

from storage area

Existing Stoep

Existing outbuilding
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Existing Lounge

Existing Stoep

BedroomBedroom

NewNew DiningGarage New
Bathroom

New
BathroomKitchen

New
Kitchen

New deck

New Lounge

Room

EQUITYSTUDIO
Area A building 3: Field workers' accomodation unit 1&2

New washing area

Legend : Existing wall
New drywall
New brick wall
Demolish

New kitchen joinery 
and sanitary ware 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2

New bathroom 
sanitary ware 

New timber screen 

New kitchen joinery 
and sanitary ware 

New bathroom 
sanitary ware 

New timber deck 

New ramp and stair 

SECTION AA

SECTION BBELEVATION

FFL.

SOUTH ELEVATION

FFL.

New drywall

New timber counter

FFL.

FFL.

EQUITYSTUDIO
Area A building 3: Field workers' accomodation

Legend : Existing wall
New drywall
New brick wall
Demolish

New timber ramp

New deck

New entrance timber screen

New deck

Pergola over

Pergola over
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Area B

EQUITYSTUDIO

FFL.

Add new entrance door 
Existing entrance door 
to be removed 

SOUTH-WEST ELEVATION

New timber screen 

New timber screen 

FFL.

NORTH-EAST ELEVATION

Existing window to be removed 

Add new entrance sliding door 
Add new deck New timber screen 

New kitchen joinery
and sanitary ware 

New timber deck 

Add new entrance door 
Existing window to be removed New brick wall plastered and painted 

New timber screen 

SECTION AA

Up

Area A building 3: Field workers' accomodation unit 1&2

New ramp and stair 
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